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the construction of a hydro-electric station near Perm, and
electric-power stations burning peat or coal at Perm, Berez-
niki, Sverdlovsk, Magnitogorsk, and Orsk, and at Kizil and
Chelyabinsk, where local coal is used. All these stations are
linked by high-volt age transmission cables, forming a power-
net which serves the entire Ural industrial region.
Magnitogorsk is to-day a modern city of 200,000 people,
which rose within the short space of three or four years near
the site of a small village by the banks of the Ural river, at
the foot of the Magnetnaya Mountain. The river Ural had
to be dammed in order to create a water supply, and a
branch line was constructed to connect the town with the
main railway line to the north. At Magnetnaya Mountain
modern mechanized mines were constructed.1 Giant blast
furnaces and steel-mills were erected. These furnaces now
produce more than 2,000,000 tons of pig-iron each year and
nearly 2,000,000 ions of steel, equal to one-half of the output
of all the furnaces and mills of Russia prior to 1917. The stee3
mills supply large machine-building and machine-tool works
both at Magnitogorsk and in other towns of the Urals. Using
the by-products of the coking process, a great chemical
industry has been established. The entire Magnitogorsk
Combine covers an area of 27 square miles in the valley of
the river Ural.
The lonely open steppe has come to life, and where the
nomads of yesterday pastured their flocks trains loaded with
coal and iron ore journey to and from Kuznetsk, and great
blast furnaces rise in the midst of rolling open country.
Chelyabinsk, long noted for its flour-mills, fo-day possesses
a big regional electric-power station, which utilizes local
brown coal, and an enormous tractor factory with an annual
output of more than 40,000 heavy Diesel tractors. Zlatoust
(one of the older industrial towns), Bakal, and Beloretsk.
produce high-quality steels and alloys, from the titanomag-
netite ores of the Bakal mines, and the iron and manganese
deposits near Beloretsk. Copper-refining is carried on at
Karabash, on the basis of local supplies of ore.
1 The annual output of iron ore is 6,500,000 tons.